PSCN 170
Winter 2016
Christine Stoliecki
Descriptive Comparative Case Study Assignment
125 Points

Comparing how the political system of the United States with that of another county is an excellent way to gain a deeper understanding of our system while also increasing your global awareness.  For this assignment, you will work in groups to produce a written document that compares the US to the country of your choice. Guidelines for the written project are below.  In addition to the paper portion, you will also present your comparative case study findings to the class.  

Written Project Guidelines (100pts total): 

Your written project will contain five separate parts:
1. A brief history of how the country came to be a legitimately recognized nation state (13pts)
2. A section discussing the legislative branch (25pts)
3. A section discussing the executive branch (25pts)
4. A section discussing the judicial branch (25pts)
5. A section that describes demographics and economics (12pts)

Breakdown of the five parts: 

Each of the five parts will be broken down into two sections.  One section will describe and one section will analyze.  

	Descriptive Section: In this section, you should provide an in-depth description of the topic in that section.  Below, I give you some suggestions for the things you should be describing in each section, but you are not limited to just those that I list.  The more descriptive you are here, the better!  

	Analytical Section: In this section, you should pick out at least two important differences between the country of your choice and the US.  Next, you should write about why these differences matter.  The goal of this section is for you to analyze how differences in institutional structure or country characteristics are meaningful by thinking about the impact that these characteristics have on how government works in that country, or on life in general.  For instance, suppose that you pick a country that has more than seven major parties represented in their legislative branch, rather than just two like is the case in the US.  What impact might this have that would make things different than they are here?  You could talk about how a larger proportion of the population’s ideologies are being represented, or about how much easier (or difficult) it might be for five parties to pass legislation than two.  

	Ideally, you should write up your descriptions first and then look for what you think might be significant differences.  Pick two, and then do some further investigation to determine if these differences matter.  I will be available to help you determine if you are picking important differences!  

What (at the VERY minimum) should be included in your descriptive sections:

Legislative Descriptive Section:

Should include but not be limited to: a discussion of whether or not it is bicameral or unicameral, how members are elected, how many parties are active, who the current leaders are, a short description of their powers, how many members there are, the guidelines for a bill to become a law, whether or not there are term limits, how long terms last, how independent the legislative branch is compared to the executive branch…remember, the more description you have, the easier the analytical section will be!

Executive Descriptive Section: 

This should include, but is not limited to: the administrative units (we call them cabinet departments, other countries have different names) that the executive is in charge of, whether or not it is a presidential or parliamentary system, the powers of the executive (or executives), the title of the executive, how the executive is elected, whether or not there are term limits, discussion of the current executive (their party, their platform etc.) and how they are viewed by the public,  

Judicial Descriptive Section: 

Note: You should give a brief breakdown of how courts are organized in both countries, but you can focus on the Supreme Court or Constitutional Court(s), for your description and analysis.  This should include, but not be limited to: how justices get their job (elected, appointed), how long they sit for, what powers are given to the court, differences in their powers of judicial review, how independent the judiciary branch is, etc.

[bookmark: _GoBack]History and Demographic/Economic Descriptive Sections: In this section, you should talk about the type of government (democracy or autocracy) and discuss how the country became a country (were they a previous colony or did they have to fight a war to become independent).  You should also include any important historical events (for instance, was there a democratic revolution?) You will also want to provide a breakdown of the demographics and econmics.  This should at a minimum include data on the age of the population, the ethnicity of the population and the number of people in the country.  It would also be good to discuss other demographic data such as number employed, death rates, birth rates, infant mortality rates, socioeconomic data etc. As for economics, it might be useful to provide data on major imports/exports, GDP, GDP per capita (Gross Domestic Product), levels of inequality, major industries etc. 


Presentation (25pts):  You should be prepared to do an approximately 5-10 minute presentation that discusses two of the most significant differences you found.  Your presentation should focus on why these differences are important and the implications they have for your research country versus the United States.  You are required to utilize some sort of visual aid for your presentation, but you are not limited to Power Point.   Be as creative as you would like to be!!!  
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